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Ootumbos tret luM fa ts
WHEN hemiaxthar It wu on ons

th Bahama Island. At that
time maav, of tb ItUadi of thU

givuxi m Inhabited, but Ootambna eon-tten-

hU cruia on to Cuba and Fliytl,
rhsr hs sstabllshed ettlsmenta and began

Halt gnat work of exploitation which In a
fw 7tat i nearly wiped out the native popu-

lation. When the native were so red need
In number that there were not enough to
work the mine, the Spaniards aent axpedl-tteo- a

vp to de the natives of the Bahama
Inlands. Thla work waa ao thoroughly done
that wltMn alzty or seventy year the Ba-

hama war totally depopulated. And It wm
aat until a hundred yean later, In 1667, that
aa English adventuiw, named Oapt Sayle,
made the flrat white wttlement that waa
tarred tn the Bahama. He celled It New

Providence. One hundred and seventy-fiv- e

yean had paaaed atnee the first white man
had landed In the group, and In all that
tins not on had discovered what a beautiful
pot the Httl Island of New Providence la.

And yet. behold what a dog In the manger
policy the Spaniard! exhibited when they
beard that Cant. Sayls had founded a aettle-Ma- t

la the Bahama. They pounced down
rpon the infant settlement roasted the gov-etvo-T

over an open fire, destroyed everything
fhay emidii't oarry off, and then departed for
mamr BSapanlola.

Oh tact ths aH-t- a ttVtr of New Provi- -

er wreck ei a and pirate may bar
tn Spaniard cause for their rud bo--

barriori but however rude It was, It waa not
rod saoogh. The pirates continued to make
few Providence (or Nassau, as It la today)
fWr bsadcjuaitsss, and tbey used the numar-o-b

keys of the Bahamas and the htm-en-d

of tortoooa channels and shallow water-
way as fhatr retreat. Throughout the entire
tela of Island the pirates sad bnocanesr
ftourtebad aad Increased, nntfl the Spaniards
hacasa araen exasperated. Tims after time
thay retained to wtp out the pirates, but
without seifoiss, Finally the pirates senttled
was sMps of Vm British majesty, aad King

Gaorg ssot Oapt Wood) Roger with
to reform the pirate or wipe them

oot.

At abat ttmo Ifaamo wet the randsaroua of
Edward Teach, aHaa - Blackboard," the leader
f the araat desperate band of ptrata the

world baa ever sees.

Blackboard was a pirate who Itred np to
bS that one would expect of a ptrata. He
bad long, black, flowing whiskers, which hs
won twisted In little tails, and bad lighted
matches under his hat, sticking out over each
of his ear. At such times hs looked like the
devil, and It Is said that to be the letter's
mortal understudy was his chief amMtlon In
life. If one would have railed him a demon

racaraate, would have considered
It a great

To illustrate Just the sort of a pirate
was, the following little Incident may

be One day, while his pirate
ship was lying under the lee of Hog Island,
In Nassau harbor, he decided that things
were dull and that he would get up a little
amusement to while the idle honrs away. So
he made himself look more devilish than usual
snd took all his crew down between decks,
battened down the hstches, and set fire to a
ton of brimstone. The crew nearly perished
before they could burst open the hatches and
escape, but sat through it all

fumes and smoke and grinning with
diabolical glee.

When the pirates of Nassau heard that
Capt. Woode Rogers was coming orer tbey
held a congress to decide what their action
should be. Rome wished to fortify the Island
and defy the captain ; others were In favor of

the terms of his
which granted them pardon for past

offenses If they behaved In the future.
Capt the of tb

pirstes and a man of good estate and intelli-
gence before he took to pirating, resolved to
surrender and be good, and. Influenced by his
action, about ISO others also took the pledge,
although most of them never lived up to It.
For example, of those who took the pledge,

William Burgess, and
Oliver la Rouche were afterward enraged la
pirating and were cast awny: aad
MaJ. Penner were killed and their crew cap-

tured ; James Fife was killed by hta own
men; John Martcl m marooned on a desert
Island; Thomas It. Sample, and
Charles Vane were hanged ; Win-
ter and Nicholas Brown war captured by

and Capt England flrd to
where he became ons of the pirate

king who ruled In that far away island.
When Capt Roger arrived la Nassaa

of the pirate who wire then ashore suma-
de red to him, but Charls Van sailed out of
en entrance to the harbor while tb Brltlah
man of war casta In th other, and ao escaped.
A stated above, the pirate, Ilk many polit-
ical did not consider their

btndlng.
On day Capt Rogers sent oat a sloop to

got and gave th command to a
reformed plrat named John Augur. It seems
that John's was only skin deep,
for whsa he got out to sea he began pirating
with a vengeance, a couple of
loop, and decided that he would leave the

Bahamas. a storm cams up
and wrecked his vessels, so that he and his
crew were cast upon a lonely Island, where
they lived In the woods. In eonrse of time
Capt Roger heard of their plight and sent
sn armed aloop out to rapture them. They
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war promptly captured and brought to Nas-
sau for trial. On of them turned king'
evidimo and he escaped, while the other ten
were sentenced to be hanged.

Thus, upon a beautiful day, tb ton back-slidin- g

pirates were brought out In th open
air to fulfill their part In th ceremony.
Grouped around them were hundreds of re-

formed pirates, who wers addressed In son th-

ing and contemptuous terms by the con-

demned men. The details sre from Johnson's
" History of th Pyrstee " :

" ' I never thought to hare seen the time,'
said ons In his ante-morte- address, when
ten such men aa we should be tied np and
hanged like dog, and 400 of our sworn

CONDEMNED PIRATE J2TPRQACHINQ COMJ2ADE3.
aad companion qui fly standing by

to heboid th spsctacl.'
"On Humphrey Morrioe, as aaakxag kki

last remarks, called hi sasotaton a lot of
pusOlanlmou cowards. Hs thought it waa a
breach of hoaor In them not to rise and save
their old companions from aa Ignominious
death.

" When tb officers in chart ef th hang-
ing told them that th dm for speschmaklng
was getting short,. aad that tbay had better
repent of their wickedness, ons of tb plratas
spoke as follow :

"Ts, I do heartily repent; I repent that
I bar not done mm mischief, and that w
did not eat th throat of the that took us
and I'm extremely sorry yon ain't all hangsd,
as well as we.'

So do I,' say aaoOkM.
"'And I,' say a third.
"These speeches concluded tb speoehmak-lag- ,

except on short address from Dennis
Macarty.

"'Soma friends of sain bar said that I
wonM dl with my shoe on, bnt thsy are
liars,' said hs, ss hs kicked off his shoes,"

Oapt England waa on of tb plratas wfe
reformed but whoa reformation didn't "tote."

A a young man he was th mat of a aloop
out ef Jamaica and waa captured by Oapt
Winter, a pirate, Just bsfor their Mttlexaent
at New Providence. England was said to b
a good natured man who always treated his
prisoners walL Also, he was not avaricious,
and was content with moderate plunder. But
hs was weak and waa generally overruled by
bis crtw, and thus waa led into doing many
vile actions that hs would hav preferred
not to do,

For example, while th captain waa pirat-
ing near Sierra Iion. on th African roast
h captured the " Cadogn," Oapt. Sklnnsr,
master. Now, Cspt. Skinner ued to hi In
command nf a ship on which some of Cnpt.
England'a pirates served, and one of th latter,
a cruel boatswain, was delighted to see his old
auter in thla helpless state. H stirod at

Capt Skiantr and spoke with a savage leer.
"O, Capt Skinner I Is It you? Tie only

man I wished to see; I am very much In your
debt, and now I shall pay yon all In your
own coin."

The poor captain trembled In every Joint,
but not for long; for the wicked pirates tied
him to the windlass and pelted blm with glass
bottles ; then they whipped him about the deck
till they were tired, end then they aald that
because he had been such a good master he

should have an easy death, and so shot htm
through th head.

Charlr Van was the pirate who escaped
from Nassaa harbor when Capt. Wooden
Rogers sailed In. Aa he sailed out he hlax?!

OLD
away at ta Brltlah warship In a most gal-La-

manner, and w an led to bellev that
h waa a asoat oourageoo pirate. But o
day, after h bad been pirating considerably,
he cam In sight of a big French man of war,
about ten time as big as Vane's little brlgan-tin- s.

Tan waa for making off In a great
hurry, but John Rock ham, another officer,
was in favor of tackling th big man of war,.
Vane said It waa too rash sn undertaking,
and, being captain, his word was law. So
the brlgantins sailed away and soon waa out
of sight of th man of war.

Th next day the captain's behavior waa
obliged to stand ths test of a vote. H was
recalled, a resolution was passed branding
him as a coward, deposing him from com-
mand, and turning him out of th company
In disgrace.

So Van and hi supporter were pat on
board a small sloop, while Rockham assumed
commsnd of ths brigantiae. A few months
later, after ha bad pirated more or less In
bis small loop, th vsssel was overtaken by
a tornado off th coast of Honduras and ths
luckless plratas wers east upon a small, unin-
habited island. For several weeks thsy lived
tbra, subsisting on fish and turtlss, until ons
day a ship put in for water. It waa com-
manded by a buccaneer, named Holford, who
wu an acquaintance of Vans.

This seemed a great piece of luck for Vane,
and hs at once asked his old friend to glr
him a lift off the island, nolford rsfused.

"Charlea, I shan't truat yon aboard my
ship, unless I carr- - you a prisoner; for I
ball hav you caballing with my men, knock

m on the Vt.i, ird run off w'lh nw Kit,

Von pr (tested un Ma wo.d of honor, but
Capt. Holford waa too well srqnalnfd with
him to believe him.

" Tou ran enelly find a way to get off Jf
you've a mind to." said Holford. "I m
going down ths bay' says he. "and shall
return hither In about a month ; and if I dm!
yon oa th Island wbm I corns ba:k, m

IMECfflB
Mm m

carry you to Jamaica and bang yon."
"Which way can I get off?" answers Van.
" Arc thero not fishermen's dories upon the

benoh? Can't you take one of them?" repli;
Holford.

"Whstl" says Vane, "would you have me

steal a dory? "
" Do you make It a matter of conscience,"

said Holford, "to steal a dory when you have
been r common plrn and robber, etctltng
ships and cargoes and plundering all minklnd
that fell In your way? Stay here, If ou are
so squeamish." And so left him.

After Capt Holford'a departure anottiet
ship put In at the island for water and Van
got a berth on thla vessel. Unfortunately, this
ship met Capt Holford's ship one lay, and
the cnptaln came aboard to dine. Aa he passed
along to the cabin he chanced to cast his cys
down the hold snd there ssw Charlr Van at
work. He immediately spoke to the captain,
nying : " Do you know who you have got

aboard here?" " Why," says the other cap-

tain, " I have shipped a man who waa cast
away on an Island In a trading aloop. ne
seems to be a brisk htnd."

"I tell you," says Capt. Holford, "It 1

Vane, the notorious pirate."
"If it be him." replies the other, "I won't

keep blm."
" Why, then." say nolford, " 111 end and

take hltn aboard and surrender him at - Ja-
maica."

So Capt Holford took his old friend Vane
to Jamaica, where he was convicted and
hanged. It Is to be presumed that Capt. Hol-

ford at last was satisfied thst he had done
his duty.

The pirate tn those day were well or-

ganized and had an established code of busi-
ness ethics. For example, Capt. Bartholomew
Roberta, a famous pirate, bad the following
eet of article which each of his plrat crew
wa obliged to accept under oath. Why he
thonght an oath would make th agreement
mon binding, we don't know; but it la evi-

dent he thought' greater security would be
Insured by sn oath.

"It is to every one' Interest to observe
thess srticles, If they are minded to keep up
so abominable a combination," he aald.

Article I. Every man haa a vote In affairs
of moment; haa equal title to the fresh pro-

vision or strong liquor at any time seised,
and may use them at pleasure, unless scarcity
make It necessary, for the good of all, to vots
a retrenchment.

Article II. Kvery man to be called fairly
In turn, by list, on board of prizes, because
(over and above their proper share) they
were on these occasions allowed a shift of
clothes. But if they defrauded the company
tn the value of a dollar, in plate, jewels, or
money, marooning was their punishment

This was a barbarous custom of putting the
offender on shore on some dexolnte or unin
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habited cape or Island with a gua, a few ghat,

n bottle of water, and a bottle si powder, to
subsist with or stanr. If tb robbery wu
only between on another, tbay contested
themselves with slitting tb aan aad Boss

of him that wa guilty and setting him n

shore, not In an nornbabited plaes, but some-

where where h waa nn to encounter hard-

ships.
Article III. No person to game at cards

or dice for money.

Article IV. The light and candle to be

put out at 8 o'clock at night If any of the
crew after that hour still remained Incllasd
for drinking, they were to do it oa tb opt
deck.

Capt. Roberta believed thla would check

their debsuches. He wu a sober man him-

self, but found at length that all hi en-

deavors to put an end to their debauchery
proved ineffectual.

Article V. To keep their piece, pistols,
snd cutlasses clean and fit for service.

Article VI. No boy or woman to be al-

lowed among them. If any man carried a

woman to sea disguised he wu to suffer
death.

It seemed that Capt. Roberta regarded a
woman a a dangerous Instrument of division
and quarrel.

Article VII. To desert th ship or their
quarters In battle was punished with death r
msroonlng.

Article VIII. No striking on another ea
board, but every man'a quarrels to be ends!
on shore, at sword and plstoL

Article IX. No man to talk of breaking
up their way of living till each ht shared
$.(KX). If. In order to do this, any man
should lose a limb or become a cripple In

their service, he was to have $800 out of th

pybllc stock, snd for lesser hurts propor-
tionately.

Article X. The captain and quartermaiter
ti receive two sbarea of a prise; the msster,
boatswain, and gunner, one share and a half,
and other officers, one and a quarter.

Article XI. The muslcisns to have rest on
the Sabbath day, but the other six days and
nights move without speclsl favor.

The foregoing list of articles, copied from
Johnson's " History of the Pyrates," are In-

teresting aa Indicating the discipline neces-

sary on a pirate ship.
When we, who were out exploring pirate

islands, arrived in Nassau, it wu with th
knowledge that we were treading npon his-

toric pirate territory. The event imme-dia,te!- y

following our arrival wer most pirat-
ical iu nature, for a mutiny broke out in
our ship, one of the crew got drunk snd
accidentally walked the plank, and there wer
many other happenings of a most exciting
nature. We certainly were In the plrat
atmosphere, as shnll be described In the suc-

ceeding story.
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